
SA’S WINNING CARAVANS, MOTORHOMES, OFF-ROAD TRAILERS AND RESORTS

BEESSSTTTT 
SSSEEEELLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEERRRRR 
IIIIINNNNN SSSA

READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

THE BEST OF THE BEST

Cast your vote and stand a chance to win up 
to R10 000 in cash and prizes. Details inside.

PETS
PET-FRIENDLY 

Caravan Parks
SA’s 

TOP 100 
resorts

R
6

0

w
w
w
.g
rea

to
utd

o
o
rsg

uid
e.co

.za

2020

SA’S TOP-SELLING CARAVAN & CAMPING RESORT GUIDE

THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

CARAVAN

OF THE YEAR

2019
THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

OFF-ROAD TRAILER

OF THE YEAR

2019
THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

MOTORHOME

OF THE YEAR

2019

THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

READERS’ 

RESORT
OF THE YEAR

2019





The Great Outdoors Guide 2020 | 1

 

 

 

Paul Cast le

PRODUCTION 
Publisher 

Paul Castle 
021 702 4200 

paul@caravansa.co.za 

Compilers 
Denise Reid-Daly 
Stuart Reichardt

Design & Layout 
Hayley Davis

NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
Dean Castle 

082 293 7719 
dean@caravansa.co.za

CARAVAN ADVERTISING 
Toni De Lange 

082 698 6051 
toni@caravansa.co.za 

MOTORHOME ADVERTISING 
Toni De Lange 

082 698 6051 
toni@caravansa.co.za 

OFF-ROAD ADVERTISING 
Spencer Manuel 
082 351 2554 

spencer@sa4x4.co.za

RESORT ADVERTISING 
Brian Jefferies 

082 772 5555 
brian@caravansa.co.za 

CAST YOUR VOTE 
www.greatoutdoorsguide.co.za

SUBMIT YOUR  
CAMPING PICTURES 
photos@caravansa.co.za 

CONTACT US 
Phone: info@greatoutdoorsguide.co.za. 

Website: www.greatoutdoorsguide.co.za 

PUBLISHED BY 
Caravan Publications (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 31062, Tokai 7966 

47 Bell Crescent, Westlake Business Park, 
Westlake, 7945 

Tel: 021 702 4200  
Fax 021 702 4209 

Web: www.caravansa.co.za

CARAVAN PROMOTIONS 
Opinions expressed in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or editorial 

staff. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored in a 

retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, without the prior written permission 

of the publisher.

CIRCULATION 
Guaranteed and veri!ed by the Audit Bureau of 
Circulation. National distribution is through RNA, 

for sale at various retailers and supermarkets, 
and possible inclusion with select issues of 

Caravan & Outdoor Life and SA4x4 magazines.

Variety is the very spice of life!



2 | The Great Outdoors Guide 2020

NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

LESOTHO

SWAZILAND

M
O

Z
A

M
B

IQ
U

E

WESTERN CAPE

NORTHERN CAPE

NORTH WEST

EASTERN CAPE

KWAZULU-NATAL

FREE STATE

MPUMALANGA

GAUTENG

LIMPOPO

Contents
 

  

 

 

 

 

All maps supplied by MapStudio (Copyright 2015). For more details visit www.mapstudio.co.za

 

 



The Great Outdoors Guide 2020 | 3

Please note that pets 
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resort management.
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Are you an avid camper or 
caravanner? If so, we want you to 
send us your thoughts on resorts, 
caravans, trailers, motorhomes, 
and equipment. Not only might 
your letter be published in our 
next Great Outdoors Guide, 
but you might also be paid for 
it! All readers who write to us 
to share their opinions, reviews 
or feedback stand a chance of 
winning up to R10 000 in cash. 

You don’t need to be an expert 
writer or journalist – we have 
plenty of those. What we want is 
your honest opinion on any of the 
products and services which you 
think warrant special mention in 
our next edition of this guide.

Just take a look at the reviews  
in this year’s magazine, which 
were all submitted by people 

just like you. As an industry-
authoritative magazine, we  
want you to help us grow our 
industry by celebrating those 
manufacturers and resorts which 
make this lifestyle enjoyable  
and fun. For more information  
on this competition, including  
our terms and conditions,  
please visit our website.

Don’t keep your opinions to yourself

www.greatoutdoorsguide.co.za
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SOUTH AFRICA’S  
CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019

THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

CARAVAN 

OF THE YEAR

2019

Spoiled for choice

WOW! What an exciting year it has been for 

caravanning in southern Africa.

This year, I would like to doff my hat, with 

the greatest respect, to all the caravans that 

came in the top 10 of our Caravan of the YearTM 

competition. Thank you for moulding this 

industry into what it is today. It certainly is a 

fun, enjoyable, and most of all exciting ride.  

All of which comes with a sweat-free set-up 

time of  5-10 minutes or less. Outdoor fun for 

the whole family.

Unequivocally, it was the Conqueror lovers of 

southern Africa that made the most noise about 

their beloved Commander models. And as you 

read on, you’ll soon see why they’re a hard 

act to follow, and tough as leather too. Travel 

anywhere you want – and more! Conqueror will 

get you there and back hassle-free and without 

problems. We really can’t wait to put their 

patriot or UEV ranges to the test.

Our second position, held constant for  

almost three years in a row, goes to Marius  

Ras from Mobi Lodge. If you haven’t seen 

one by now, you most certainly should. These 

 

turn any normal campsite into a breathtaking 

5-star lodge with a private en-suite bathroom  

– exactly as their name depicts! I’m seeing  

more and more of these on the roads each 

holiday and I’m beginning to wonder if sliced 

bread is still as popular?

Third place goes to no other than Conqueror 

again, with their Companion range. Starting 

at around R300 000, we feel that this is the 

perfect little caravan to suit any young family 

time. Often referred to as the Commander’s 

little brother, this little tank was originally 

designed for military incursions into the deepest 

parts of Africa. Philip de Vries stands by his 

slogan of being military tough, because even if 

overlander, you’re really going to have to go out 

of your way to break this little hulk.

I would also like to pay a special tribute to 

the Bushlapaians – you know who you are. Year 

after year they come within inches of stealing 

the 2nd and 3rd positions as SA’s favourites. 

I, too, like the colour scheme, look, and 

robustness of all their ranges. Think natural, 

untamed, and extremely practical.

It is with great anticipation and excitement 

that I can reveal the next batch of luxurious 

towable treats. And, if you’re anyone who’s 

anyone in this industry, then you’re bound to 

see more of these on the roads by the time you 

set off on your next adventure.

Destination Caravans’ smallest and lightest 

caravan in their range is the Destination Magic. 

This 7.7m long caravan (GVM 2 000kg) can be 

you feel like you’re staying in complete luxury. 

I enjoy its sleek, chic and contemporary design 

certainly be in this caravan.

The Okto Villa features in 7th place in our 

national competition and is one of the newer 

caravans to frequent our local resorts, both far 

and wide. I think it’s extremely well-priced 
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Manufacturer Model From (incl. VAT)

1st Conqueror Commander R 329 817

2nd Mobi Lodge Mobi Lodge R 438 000

3rd Conqueror Companion R 301 535

4th Bush Lapa Baobab 3 R 391 575

5th Bush Lapa Ratel 3 R 418 600

6th Destination Caravans Magic R 494 999

7th Okto Villa R 349 798

8th Stealth Caravans Evo 533 R 279 500

9th SWIFT Atlantic R 539 000

10th Gecko Caravans Extreme R 419 999

in terms of what you get in this all-inclusive 

package, with a price tag starting at around 

R350 000. The Villa is slightly larger than the 

Cabana, which makes it ideal for a young family 

or elderly couple, as the dinette area can easily 

convert to an additional bed. Personally, I like 

the maroon and blue undertones with smooth 

lines and a contemporary look. Trading in your 

old hiking boots for one of these classy caravans 

would certainly be a wise upgrade. Plus, if 

you’ve been watching their Facebook page 

updates, we’re eagerly awaiting the launch of 

their newest model in the family, the Chateau. 

Our 8th place Caravan of the YearTM

is none other than Stealth Caravans’ Evolution 

XR6 533 model. Although a newish brand 

in the caravanning industry and still making 

waves, we see no shortfall in watching some 

of SA’s biggest dealers eagerly waiting to get 

their hands on some of this new Evolution 

construction, from only the best composites, 

means that you’ll never have to face the ugly 

truth of wood rot again. I think it’s stylish, 

comfortable, and very affordable – with a price 

tag of around R279 000. Stealth really does 

seem to understand the market when it comes to 

buying a new caravan because the list of current 

features is about as long as the upgrade options 

available to all their customers. Ideally, you 

can spec almost all the elements of your dream 

caravan, including on-road or gravel chassis, 

at any of SA’s biggest dealerships in Gauteng, 

Cape Town, and KZN. I think their new Bush 

Lodge range is also worth looking into in case 

you ever feel the need to deviate from your 

local and routine resort choices. Is it better to 

have the off-road capability and not need it? 

You decide.

Coming in at 9th place, this controversial 

caravan needs no introduction other than 

 

the caravan of choice in their January 2020 

issue. Imported from the UK from one of 

Europe’s leading caravan brands, the Swift 

Atlantic has every bit of jaw-dropping  

panache and elegance suited for even the 

queen. Yes, it does come with a bit of a price 

tag. But, in truth, it’s more luxurious than 

just about any self-catering chalet you’ll visit 

in your lifetime. Do you think that’s a bold 

statement to make? Why not do yourself a 

favour and visit Loftus Caravan City or  

Cara Camp in Cape Town. This is truly 

one caravan you have to see to believe how 

 

full-time caravanning lifestyle, this is where  

I would start. 

Last, but by no means least, is Gecko 

Caravans with their Gecko Extreme offering. 

It’s a simple yet effective design and all you’ll 

ever really need in a shorter chassis off-road 

caravan. The kitchen is cleverly designed and 

the pop-top roof enables even the tallest of 

people to move around inside with ease and 

comfort. The set-up is quick and effortless and 

there’s ample storage space throughout the 

standard garage or carport and has both a  

12-volt and 220-volt power supply. No wonder  

it has become so popular amongst regular 

Kruger travellers.

They say good competition breeds quality 

and improvement and here is a very good 

example of 10 award-winning brands 

perfecting their products, and hitting the nail 

on the head. Thanks must go to all of you who 

took the time to vote and send in your pictures.

Disclaimer: Please note, these prices may change without notice and were correct at the time of printing. Readers are encouraged to contact manufacturers directly for 2020 pricelists. All prices include VAT.
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Viktor
I have had my Commander for just over a 
year. Although it’s an older model, everything 
works and after 3 000km I have not had any 
issues. The Conqueror team are always helpful, 
pleasant, and always make themselves available 
to handle queries. Living in an estate where 
space is at a premium, this is a compact little 
caravan that has all the bells and whistles and is 
easy to store.

Nicola van der Westhuizen
The Commander is our home away from home. It 
has all the comfort and space you need. What a 
pleasure it is to set up and it only takes minutes. 
Before you know it, you have a cold one in your 
hand and the weekend’s fun and relaxation can 
start! The kitchen is such a pleasure, with utensils 
and cutlery nearby… cooking is made easy. 
Love, love our Commander! #HappyCampers!

Cala Engelbrecht
It is just the best thing ever, I can sleep in it 
overnight if I have to. There are so many options 
available, whether it be a long-term stay or an 
overnight experience. Wherever my vehicle can 
go, this monster will follow. It does look small 
but it actually offers excellent space and comfort 
when camping. When your family is big, this is 
the way to go. You even have the option of going 
overboard by doing a Rally extension on the 
kitchen side or even a Rally awning on the other 
side, plus an extension! Feel it, experience it, it’s 
worth your while!

Albe Naude
I bought my caravan second hand in Cape 
Town. I had bought it by just seeing some photos, 
although the dealer in Wellington had given the 
thumbs up. I was so excited when I hooked it up, 
and I have never looked back. She has towed 
through wind and traf%c &awlessly, and I felt 
comfortable in the Pajero 3.2 DID. I stayed over 
in Britstown and set it up quickly for one night. 

There is no swaying in the wind and it is quick to 
open and close again. I love this upgraded 4×4 
trailer with rooftop tent!

Andrea Young
Absolutely the best off-road caravan money can 
buy. Our Commander is now almost two years 
old and we have done many trips without a 
single issue.

Ren Fourie
It’s the most awesome off-road caravan in South 
Africa and offers lots of space. This is an easy 
overlanding caravan and it is so rugged. I love 
the look of the unit and pricing is market-related. 
Conqueror is the market leader in the 4x4 
caravan sector.

Kevin Lombard
The solid build, independent suspension, and 
conservative design have stood the test of 
time. The canvas cabinet doors (not pretty but 
unbreakable), strong frame (not light but very 
durable), good awning design which is easy 
to set up, make this a market leader. The other 
makes tend to follow and sometimes do make 
slight improvements. I am on my 3rd Conqueror 
in 20 years and believe in the brand. If there 
have been issues, they were always quick to 
rectify them.

Johan Viljoen
The construction and rugged design makes 
this caravan not only the best nationwide but 
internationally. They even sell them in Australia!

Rolen
I love the 4-sleeper, with the tent in the front. I 
also like the storage space inside, the awnings, 
and it is easy to set up for a weekend away. 
The kitchen drawers are spacious and have 
everything you need and the pull-out fridge is 
great. The bathroom sink is just a great extra to 

brush your teeth, no need to go to the ablution 
block. I also like the aircon for those hot camp 
spots. It is an awesome 4×4 trailer, and the braai 
grid over the spare wheel is a nice addition.

Shaun Cornelius
We tested the Commander and it surpassed all 
expectations. It provides all the bells and whistles 
and is the ideal caravan for a quick break 
or longer getaways. What makes it the ideal 
caravan is its ability to ‘conquer’ both on- and 
off-road conditions.

Mpho Nkosi
Because it is big, it is easy to go inside and you 
have ample space. It has excellent features such 
as a shower, a big comfortable bed to sleep in, 
a stove to cook on, and it has water storage. 
You can go anywhere with it, it’s like a house on 
wheels.

Dylan Johnstone
Being a person that likes plenty of space, the 
Commander is the one that stands out above 
all other caravans. With all the space inside, 
it makes you feel like you’re in heaven. The 
shape of the Commander is unique and eye-
catching. The independent suspension is a big 
bonus for me and makes towing the caravan 
really comfortable, no matter how tough the 
terrain. Lastly, you get value for money and I will 
de%nitely recommend a Conqueror Commander 
to any person wanting to buy a caravan.

Pollie Massyn
The look and feel of the Commander is great. It 
is the most versatile caravan on the market. You 
can use it for normal and off-road camping with 
all services and extras onboard. The Commander 
is well balanced for easy towing. It has an easy 
and quick set up with no hiccups. Materials used 
for this caravan can withstand any serious off-
road travelling. It is built to last!

CONQUEROR 
COMMANDER
FROM R329 817

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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Peter Alexander Barclay
Complete all-in-one package that’s easy to tow 
and super quick to set up. I enjoy the fact that 
only quality components have been installed, 
from AGM deep-cycle batteries, solar charger 
inverters and controllers, microwave ovens, 
water pump, battery charger, and aircon. The 
4mm thick chassis on a hot-dipped galvanised 
frame re-assures me that I can go 4×4 off-
roading without the fear of breakdowns while 
touring neighbouring countries with the Toyota 
group. These reassuring factors make my choice 
of a Mobi Lodge caravan the reason that my 
investment grows in value, while I still get to enjoy 
my home away from home.

Frans Human
My reasons for saying the Mobi Lodge is the best 
can be summarised as follows:
•  It is truly a 5-star en suite room and at night you 

can stay indoors after the braai, this is great in 
extreme places like Botswana where predators 
walk around at night.

•  The set-up time is %ve minutes and you can, 
therefore, spend more time enjoying the 
outdoors, rather than setting up camp.

•  It tows beautifully and does not sway.
•  After 1 200km on dirt roads, it was 100% 

dust-free inside.
•  The build quality is of a very high standard.
•  The indoor space, once the bed has been 

moved out, is very nice during bad weather. 
You can sit at your table inside with access 
to your fridge and kitchen, and obviously the 
en-suite bedroom and bathroom.

•  The kitchen layout is very user-friendly with 
suf%cient working surfaces.

•  The mattress is as good as your mattress at 
home and you can make the bed standing 

upright, you don’t have to crawl around to  
do so.

•  It is supplied with proper utensils, linen of a 
high standard, as well as basic tools, and a 
stainless-steel braai.

•  Lastly – it turns heads wherever you go.

Wimpie
Try doing the Botswana trip from Maun to the 
far North on the outmost sandy roads, severe 
bushes, several streams, and wild animals, with 
water and ablutions. I can assure you we did 
that in the most luxurious way you could think of, 
with our Mobi Lodge. A 10-minute rigging up is 
all it takes and you are ready for a coffee or an 
ice-cold beer, with a fantastic hot shower. This 
is my 10th caravan over a period of 35 years. 
This will be the ultimate caravan treat of all time 
in South Africa and I can vouch for that. Not 
only is it a house on wheels but what a pleasant 
caravan to tow on- or off-road. The main reason 
for this acclaim is the basic engineering design of 
the chassis to water tank position and designed 
distribution of the various unit items in the 
caravan, including the aerodynamics of the nose. 
It is no wonder you place an order for a Mobi 
Lodge and delivery is about 10 to 12 months 
down the line, that speaks for itself. Well done to 
Marius and Leon Ras of the Mobi Lodge team.

Tinus Bam
The Mobi Lodge gives its owner the perfect 
combination of off-road capability and luxury. 
Although it is much smaller than the bigger 
luxurious on-road caravans, the living space of 
the Mobi - in combination with the double bed 
and the wide opening panel on the side - gives 
the same and an even better feeling of luxury 
and freedom. If you lie on the double bed, you 

get a feeling of openness and freedom. The 
bathroom has everything that might be necessary 
to make any camping experience a pleasure, 
even if the ablution facilities are nonexistent or 
not up to standard. It is extremely easy to tow 
a Mobi because everything with regard to the 
towing works well and this caravan behaves 
exceptionally well behind any towing vehicle. 
In every campsite where you set up camp, at 
least one other camper will tell you what a great 
caravan you own.

Johan du Preez
The Mobi Lodge is a spacious caravan with 
ample headroom, an island bed, and hot and 
cold water shower. It has a spacious bathroom 
with a chemical toilet, hand washbasin with 
privacy door, and a full-size mirror on the 
inner side of the lockable bathroom door. The 
microwave and mini-safe comes as standard 
equipment. The full kitchen has a two-plate gas 
stove and ample work area between the fridge/
freezer and stove, with cutlery and crockery for 
four people. Various options are available, such 
as heavy-duty awnings and extra rooms that 
can be %tted around this 4×4 off-road caravan. 
An optional aircon and wheel movers can be 
installed. The Fiamma awning can be used to 
shade both the front kitchen area as well as the 
bedroom. The Mobi is stable when towed and 
is as capable on-road as it is off-road, with a 
healthy 500mm ground clearance. It is the best 
mobile lodge on wheels that can go anywhere 
your towing vehicle can go! It’s quick to set up 
and take down. 

Stella Horne
Mobi Lodge takes you away in style, to enjoy the 
sunrise in the bushveld and a sunset on the dunes. 
It is a trusted companion, geared for challenging 
adventures and offers %ve-star accommodation. 
Enjoy life with Mobi Lodge by your side. One 
life… live it!

MOBI LODGE 

FROM R478 000
THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

CARAVAN 

OF THE YEAR

2019

2ND 

PLACE

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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Annelie van der Westhuizen
Strength! Nothing can be compared to the 
Companion. Secondly, I absolutely love the 
kitchen, which has more space than you can 
imagine. I don’t even need the boxes at the back. 
And, I always thought the Jurgens Palma had a lot 
of space. No way, my Companion is number one.

Hanneline
The open kitchen with a door at the back means 
no passing through the kitchen. There is so much 
space inside the caravan and it is so easy to pack 
up and leave on an adventure. It is great for kids 
to move in and out, with steps at the door that &ip 
up and down. It has the perfect closet for kids on 
only one side of the caravan, which means it stays 
neat and is easy to clean. There is a nice rack 
above the closet for a small &atscreen TV for kids, 
for bedtime movies after the camp shower. For a 
perfectionist like me, it has a great design with 
pockets and extra zips. I love my Companion!

Wimpie Muller
The Companion is built by experts who have 
camped before! It is genuinely tough with the best 
suspension for any terrain. It is very easy to set 
up, with everything being where it is supposed to 
be with no fancy extras. It is comfortable inside 
with enough space to go on a long trip off the 
grid. We are a couple over 50 and busy with 
our ‘gap year’ as the young people call it. We 
both are still working but so far, every month, 
we have been camping. Our best trip was an 
eight-day stay in Gonarezhou in Zimbabwe. The 
Companion behaved exceptionally well. We 
had no problems on our trip and the tough roads 
put the Companion through its paces. Testing it 
on all-road conditions from dongas, thick sand, 
and potholes, to bad ‘sinkplaat paaie’! It was 
absolutely a dream to tow and a pleasure to 
camp in. We really enjoy our Companion, it’s the 
best investment ever!

Kenneth Ella
The build quality is brilliant. I also like that the 
caravan can be bought and gradually upgraded 
as your budget and needs develop. The 
Companion has plenty of packing space and 
has all the functionality anyone could ask for. 
The biggest upside is that it is a good off-road 
caravan that can go anywhere a normal caravan 
can go. But, a normal caravan cannot go 
anywhere a Companion can go.

Deon Botha
This Camper has everything, allowing you to 
live off the grid for as long as you want, where 
you want. It will follow you to the ends of the 
earth, and it’s so tough it will even push your Ford 
Ranger, so you can keep up with the Toyota boys.

Peet Viljoen
The Companion is lightweight, tows very 
comfortably, and can go basically anywhere. 
It’s ideal for camping off the grid and caters 
for all the basic requirements. It has a fridge, 
washbasins, and shower with hot water, plus 
a 160L water tank. It has more than enough 

packing space and the kitchen facility is a dream. 
It’s an on- and off-road pleasure.

Heyn
Overall, it’s the best there is. I’ve travelled across 
the country with mine and others always talk 
about the greatness of it, and they want to trade 
their actual caravans for a Conqueror. It offers 
ample amazing space, luxury, and is easy to use. 
Before buying my Companion, I rented a lot of 
different ones and still believe none get close to 
my Companion.

Lloyd Schafer
We’ve come a long way. You could say we’ve 
climbed the camping ladder. After trying nearly 
all the options - from camping in tents and rooftop 
tents, to trailers and caravans - we can safely 
say the Companion is best. All were great in 
their own way, yet having experienced all of 
these I can truly say our Conqueror Companion 
is the best decision we’ve ever made. It’s made 
camping, touring, and exploring so much more 
enjoyable and comfortable in so many ways. On 
or off the grid, whether you enjoy the dirt or tar 
road, towing is a breeze. Setting up and taking 
down the Companion is a dream. We love our 
Conqueror and will never change unless it’s to 
upgrade to a newer model.

CONQUEROR 
COMPANION
FROM R301 535

THE GREAT OUTDOORS GUIDE

CARAVAN 

OF THE YEAR

2019

3RD 
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CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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Pieter Cairncross
The Baobab is, for me personally, a great off-
road caravan for many reasons. It is not too big 
to make handling dif%cult when setting up camp 
or storing the caravan, but it offers enough space 
to travel long distances. Further positives are all 
the standard extras which makes it easy to go 
off-road; the solar charge system, the gas geyser, 
and water on board. The built quality is the best 
and the material it’s made of reduces the need 
for future maintenance and care. The caravan is 
easy to set up and comfortable inside with two 
large beds. Everything is ready for camping once 
you take the Boabab off the showroom &oor. 
The kitchen is easy to operate in, with the stove 
and fridge nearby. This is a proper build, good-
quality caravan with fantastic %nishes for off-road 
camping. This is the complete unit on the market 
for four people. The Bush Wing awning is easy 
and quick to set up.

Bruce Hunter
The reasons why I like the Baobab are as follows:
•  After-sales service
•  Ease of set up
•  Weight
•  Quality of product
•  Convenience of layout
•  Value for money 

Brett van Aswegen
Besides the legendary quality and after-sales 
service that comes from Bush Lapa, the Baobab’s 
size is perfect for a family of four. The Ratel 
is quite a bit bigger and heavier, while the 
Miskruier is short on the additional storage space 
needed for longer trips. The Baobab passes the 
Goldilocks test.

Brent Balkwill
The ease of set up and quality of the build is 
great. We also %nd the layout very ergonomic 
with a lot of storage space. Another nice feature 
is that you can choose to do a minimal set up 
if you are touring but still have access to all the 
features, such as only opening the beds and you 
are ready to relax.

Danie Lourens
The caravan is extremely easy to set up and take 
down. It behaves itself well behind the towing 
vehicle in all conditions and it is laid out in a very 
practical way, with space for everything!

John Henshilwood
The build quality, simplicity, design, and ease of 
use set this unit apart from anything I have seen. 
In addition, the after-sales service and can-do 
attitude from all the Bush Lapa staff make them 
a special company to deal with. I would highly 
recommend to anyone looking for a superior 
camping solution.

Reinhard en Gre Edelkraut
It is easy to set up, with a very large wing  
with outdoor fridge, gas stove, huge cupboard 
with great workspace, and table. It also has 
mozzie nets in the front of the windows and 
doors. Very good sales and service support,  
and help after hours. We feel part of this big, 
happy Bushlapian family.

Charles Cronje
It goes where no other can. We have done two 
40-day trips with it, including Botswana and 
Namibia. It sets up quickly and has all you need 
to be off the grid. It is incredibly spacious and 
has lots of storage space. The Bushwing awning 
can be set up alone and makes our life a lot 
easier. The kitchen ful%ls all our needs and  
towing is a pleasure.

Gail Zaaiman
It can go anywhere. It is compact but 
comfortable. The fact that all you need is outside 
is a plus for me. The space inside is ample for 
four adults and the packing space is more than 
enough. I have just purchased mine and took 
delivery on the 29th of June 2019. I have had 
quite a few caravan models in my time, from a 
Sprite Sunway when my kids were small, to an 
Echo 6 trailer. I have also owned a Gypsey 5, 
Sprite Swing, and a Jurgens Classique. My last 
caravan was the Sprite Tourer SW, which I loved 
and it had everything and more but it couldn’t 
go off-road. I have been window shopping for a 
long time and have decided to buy a Bush Lapa 
Baobab. This caravan has all that I need and 
more, and that is why I think it’s the best caravan 
on the market at the moment.

BUSHLAPA 
BAOBAB
3 FROM R391 575 | 4 FROM R402 500

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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''The Bush Lapa Miskruier is surely

"life should be easy"

experience His beauty

EXCELLENT 

ROBUST

LIGTHWEIGHT

reliable

tough

www.bushlapa.com

ORDER YOUR BUSH LAPA NOW

QUALITY

ASSURED

Built for offroad use and this is clear from both the chassis and the body construction.Designed for comfort, yet

rugged and bush-proof. It looks like a trailer, camps like a caravan and feels like a 4X4.

Our customers stay loyal to our brand

because of our uncompromising

commitment to quality and excellent

service. Once a Bushlapian, always a

Bushlapian.
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BUSHLAPA 
RATEL
3 FROM R418 600 | 4 FROM R427 800 | 6 FROM R427 800 

Marius Spies
The Bush Lapa Ratel 4 is a no-nonsense caravan 
with a tough-built stainless-steel body, very high-
quality %nishes, and is quick and easy to set up. 
It has ample space and has a very convenient 
layout, right from cooking area to the shower 
cubicle. The Ratel (BL1467) tows like a dream at 
a 120km/h on the open road without having to 
%t extended mirrors. It takes the worst Botswana 
roads in its stride, with no dust inside when you 
set up after a long day’s travelling. I can write 
an essay on how happy we are with our Ratel. 
We have had the Ratel for just over a year after 
we had a Bush Lapa Boskriek (BL155) for %ve 
years. It handles just as well as the Boskriek. For 
us, it was a no-brainer to stay with Bush Lapa. 
We did our homework over the years, on other 
makes and models, but no other caravan offered 
a better solution across the whole spectrum in 
relation to capability and convenience, as offered 
by Bush Lapa. Bushlapians are a close-knit 
community who share experiences second to 
none. At every campsite, people come to have 
a look and are always very impressed. The after-
sales service is excellent.

Rene de Langen
The Bush Lapa Ratel 4 has ample space 
inside with two double beds, storage space 
underneath the beds, washbasin with hot and 
cold water, and cupboards with storage space 
for four people and even more. The layout of 
the shower at the back door is excellent. The 
showerhead is in the centre of cubicle and Bush 
Lapa even thought of adding a place to put your 
shower gel and shampoo. The fold-out awning 
at the front makes it very easy to set up camp 
within 15 minutes. LED lights have three different 
settings and can either be white or yellow. The 
yellow light is a plus, keeping most of the bugs 
away from your camping site. The washbasin  
at the back is within reach of the kitchen area 
and is also undercover. The durability of this 
caravan is something to experience. After  
27 years of camping with other caravans, our 
family doesn’t need or want anything else.  
We can go anywhere, even off the grid, living 
life to the full. This caravan will stay in our  
family for years to come!

Francois Breytenbach
Exceptional quality and durability supported by 
excellent backup service, from the manufacturer’s 
friendly, courteous, and competent staff. Bush 
Lapa is the most durable, comfortable, easy to 

use off-road camper. It has taken me through the 
Kgalagadi and Botswana game parks without a 
single hitch or rattle. The Bush Lapa bush wing is 
super easy to erect and this caravan is in a class 
of its own!

Claus Tepper
Bush Lapa Ratel 4 is my choice as it is 
lightweight, fully kitted, practical, and their 
service is top class.

Gerrit Badenhorst
The Bush Lapa Ratel 6 is easy to use, stable when 
towing, and big enough for %ve people.

Anri Byleveld
This caravan is a great mix between normal 
resort camping and off-road 4×4 camping. It 
is comfortable enough to do both without any 
problems. It’s got more than enough cupboard 
space for my family of %ve and the shower 
wing is an awesome addition when you camp 
somewhere without shower facilities. I’m more 
than happy with my Ratel!

Peter Brandt
•  Ease of setting up
•  Quality of components and %nish
•  Comfort
•  Very stable to tow
•  Very well-thought-out design
•  Very rugged and strong
•  Incredible after-sales support and service

Marietjie de Jager
It is the most spacious and well-planned caravan 
layout of any off-road caravan. Also, because 
the caravan itself is very lightweight it allows us 
to pack more, for our family of %ve. One of our 
favourite aspects of the Ratel 6 is the second door 
to the bathroom. A true en-suite bathroom. We 
love our Bush Lapa Ratel 6.

JP Fourie
The Bush Lapa is a dream to tow. I had the 
opportunity to tow two other brands, one off-
roader and one road caravan. Not one of them 
came close to the stability and &oating-on-air 
towing feeling I got from the Bush Lapa. I use an 
unconventional towing vehicle (VW Caravelle 
2.0 TDi 4Motion) and never have I felt so 
comfortable going anywhere than with the Bush 
Lapa in tow. The Bush Lapa is easy and fast to 
set up and the beds are huge and comfortable. 
It also has ample storage space. Personally, I will 
never change to another brand again.

David
The Bush Lapa caravan does not have a lot of 
sliding drawers and hinges that often do not 
last during extreme off-road trips. Everything 
I searched for in an off-road caravan comes 
with the Bush Lapa, and I did not need to add 
thousands of Rands to get to my end product. 
The stability when towing is a huge advantage 
especially in off-road conditions, and dust and 
water leaks do not exist.

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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Vote for your favourite 
Caravan of the YearTM 

Each year we reset the clocks as we search for SA’s most popular caravans, as voted for by you and 
publish the results in this annual best-selling magazine. Tell us what makes your new caravan better 
than the rest or the reason why you chose your model over everything else on the market, and you 
could win up to R10 000 in cash and great prizes! You can email your entries with high-resolution 
photos (must be bigger than 4mb) to: caravan@greatoutdoorsguide.co.za. We need your 
help promoting the very best of this outdoor leisure lifestyle and it’s up to you to tell us where the 
best deals are. Simply visit our website for T&C’s or complete the form below.

Name:

Contact number:

Email address:

YOUR VOTE

Which make and model of caravan do you $nd better than anything else?

Why is this model better than anything else in the range?

Do you own a caravan? If so, which make and model?

YOUR FAVOURITE CARAVAN FOR 2020

YOUR DETAILS

and stand a chance to win great prizes and even cash! 

Simply scan and or email this your entry to:  
caravan@greatoutdoorsguide.co.za or visit our website for more information

CARAVAN 
OF THE YEAR

2020

VOTE
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DESTINATION 
MAGIC
FROM R494 999

Coenie Niemand
There are no caravans currently on the market,  
in my opinion, that can compare with Destination 
caravans when it comes to build quality. Also, 
the Destination caravans come fully equipped 
with aircon, induction stove, water tank plumbed 
directly to the water supply so no need to 
continuously %ll the tank, outside kitchen, and 
much more. The best part, for me, was also  
that I could change the layout of the caravan, 
within reason. Obviously one needs to look at 
weight distribution. I wanted some additions  
and changes made to suit my needs after I used 
the caravan a few times. This was not a problem 
and neither a huge expense. In a nutshell, 
once you have a Destination caravan it will be 
hard to %nd a better caravan and more helpful 
manufacturer/dealer again.

Waldo Meyer
The Destination Magic caravan is truly the best-
looking caravan on the market today. Sure, it is 
the smallest caravan in the destination range, 
as we quite liked the Journey and Wonder too, 
but I can’t explain how luxurious and well-
crafted all the features are. From &ooring to 
%nishes, everything about this caravan is top 
class. The windows have a sleek design, the 
netting and blinds are the very essence of plush 
caravanning. Of course, we don’t really entrain 

much of the off-road lifestyle, as traditionally 
we always either head to Port Alfred, Balito, 
and Mossel Bay for our festive and annual 
breaks. The size of the Magic caravan does 
make it easy to %t your entire caravan over one 
campsite or plot. We particularly enjoy the 
slide-out kitchen and the onboard bathroom with 
a big shower. There is ample packing space 
for all my wife’s clothes. The inside seating 
area easily converts into an extra bed if you 
are taking your kids or grandkids with you. It’s 
also a great place to relax inside the caravan 
if the weather gets really bad, or you just need 
a place to cool off in the summer heat. Another 
bene%t of the Destination Caravan is the large 
fridge/freezer, which means you can fully stock 

up with about a week’s worth of food, while at 
your local resort. I also like the fact that there is 
a nifty storage compartment at the end of the 
caravan. We ordered our caravan from Daleen 
at Destination Caravans and decided to splash 
out on all of the optional extras, which included 
the caravan mover, self-levelling jacks (what a 
joy), and anti-sway system (because by the time 
you wish you had it… it would be too late). The 
rear-view camera is perfect for reversing into 
our panhandle without hitting any of the shade 
net rails. We also chose the Dorema Rally tent 
with sides! It is truly a well-built and magni%cent 
design by the Destination team and Twin Boats!

Richard Cook
I have had two other caravans before purchasing 
a Destination and I have never had a van that is 
so easy to use. Starting with towing, the Magic 
is a 7.6m long caravan but only weighs in at 
about 1 500kg. At this weight, it is so easy to 
tow and more importantly easy to stop. I added 
the additional shocks, electronic stability, and a 
stabiliser coupling making it extremely stable on 
the road. I love the fact that all the lighting is LED 
and runs on the batteries, as it means I can keep 
my lights on even if the power trips at a campsite 
or to give us light while setting up. When it 
comes to the tent, the Dorema tent with its carbon 
%bre poles is so quick and easy to set up and 
extremely lightweight.

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019
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OKTO  
VILLA
FROM R349 798

Graeme Murray 
We were informed that the launch of the New 
Okto Villa was taking place at Loftus Caravan 
City. I was too excited to wait for the actual day, 
so I nipped off to Loftus to have a sneak preview. 
Joel and Woody were the %rst to greet me. I 
was informed that the van had just come off the 
assembly line, and wasn’t quite complete, but it 
gave me a good idea of what it would eventually 
look like. Wowzer, I was impressed from start 
to %nish. I took a lot of photos and was excited 
to come home to show my wife. The bait was 
fresh, and she fell for it hook, line, and sinker. 
We were off to Loftus the next day so she could 
personally have a peek, we were sold. To say 
the least, we were not only impressed by the 
fact it was built right here on our doorstep but 
the team of designers, led by Keith Laing (whom 
eventually moved down under). Keith teamed up 
with Tinus van Wyk and Ingo Ferreira (designer), 
and some other incredible people. They wanted 
something unique and light at the right price, 
and did they get that right? Absolutely. They 
got it right, from the popup roof to the solid 
chassis by the German company AL-KO. The 
40mm &oor is reinforced with aluminium beams, 
and all materials are bonded together inside a 
vacuum press to create a composite panel that 
is immensely strong. The most exciting element 
of the Okto is the unique body construction; the 
walls are made of an aluminium skin outside with 
a GRB (%breglass) and polystyrene core, both 
skins are single sheets with no joins in them. All 
the materials are glued together in a vacuum 
press to create a single composite panel. As you 
step inside, there is a diner to the right with two 
bunk-type couches on either side of the diner. If 
you drop the table you can make up another bed 
for two adults. In the middle of the Villa stands a 
very impressive 192-litre fridge/freezer. Next to 
the fridge/freezer is a 43-litre microwave, and 
next to that is a coffee/tea station, with a basin, 
and running water. There is a double island bed. 
You have to explore it yourself to believe this 
incredible caravan. So, if you’re off camping 

somewhere, have a look around to see if there is 
an Okto Villa caravan near you, I have no doubt 
the owners would only be too pleased for you to 
have a look. Oh, my fainted aunt, this is where 
my wife went absolutely crazy. There is tons of 
space for clothes, food, towels, shoes, and so 
on. They even have thought of a space for the 
‘porta-potti’ under the ladies’ ‘glamour’ section. 
There is storage under the main bed, storage 
under the bunks in the diner, and cupboards 
galore - some with built-in shelves. Everything is 
just so cleverly worked out, and it is comfortable 
to work in. The tent and Rally tent are an absolute 
breeze to put up. The nose cone is huge and 
contains a 25-litre water can holder and a place 
for the gas bottle. I store my tent poles, pegs, and 
other accessories here. There is absolutely nothing 
we don’t enjoy about this van. Although the van 
in its total length is 2 062mm, it is a pleasure to 
tow, and sometimes I have to check to see if I still 
have the van hitched. Joel, Woody, Bryan, Lloyd, 
Neil, and Nicole from Loftus are there to assist 
anytime, I have never come across a team with 
such passion and enthusiasm, including Bianca, 
and the guys in the workshop. So, do yourself 
a favour, and pop into Loftus Caravan City in 
Randburg, Gauteng, to see what else they have 
on offer in the Okto range. 

Brian and Brenda Thompson
The %rst thing that struck us about the Okto was 
the spaciousness and furnishings. The packing 
space is very well thought out and there is 
plenty of it as well. The Okto set up is very easy 
– no step ladders are needed to slide the tent 
in. The Okto is very stable to tow and its low 

pro%le contributes to a limited increase in fuel 
consumption. We have towed it quite extensively 
over this past year, which includes trips to the 
Kgalagadi (Twee Rivieren camp), Dinokeng (and 
their famous speed bumps), the northern Cape, 
the west coast, the Drakensberg, and the Kruger 
National Park and we have had no problems at 
all. We remain committed to this wonderful brand 
and will continue to promote it regularly. We 
have set up an Okto Owners Facebook page, 
which you are welcome to visit and join.

Louis de Wet
The Okto is made up of excellent workmanship, it 
has quality trimmings, and is beautiful to look at. 
The Okto is an absolute pleasure to tow, being 
well balanced and perfectly stable. The thorough 
planning to ensure practicality and attention to 
detail is evident everywhere you look. To own an 
Okto Villa is my pride and joy.

Theunis van der Westhuizen
What I like about the Okto Villa is the fact 
that it tows so easily, is very stable, and is 
de%nitely lighter than my old Jurgens. We have 
done close to 3 000km this year and not even 
once did I experience any instability. It seems 
that a stabiliser is not even required. The tent is 
also easy to set up and we had no issues with 
handling wind. Just remember to anchor the 
centre poles. The rest of my experiences with the 
Villa have been awesome. It has lots of storage 
and cupboard space, and the Island bed gives 
you a good night’s rest. Thanks for the great 
service and advice that the Loftus Team offers. It’s 
always a pleasure dealing with you guys.

CARAVAN OF THE YEARTM 2019


